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A 10131 or 97 spcçics bclonging lO 52 gencra or ehe fa mi1)' Hm\5icucelw art: rcponed for lflc 

flora of EgYPI. Taxonornic, I1('II11Cndalura l. synonymy and dislribution problcms are di Sl.: ussro. 

Useful notn afkr each gcnus PI\' pmvi<kd. 

Due lO tnc facI Ihal Ihe Brnssicaceae cmbraces such a largc numbcr of species with 

unusually homogeneous characlers as well as the high economie value ofscveral taxa. sev
eral sludics exist which treal th is famil)' from different points of vicw. Since Ihe publ ica. 

tion orlhe account 'Taxonomic studics on Cruciferae in Egypl. l - Check liSI and key IO thc 

genera" by El Hadidi et al. (1 988), valuable knowledge has been gained on Ihe taxonom
ic and nomenc\atural changes in Ihis fami ly which were nOI ava ilable al Ihe lime ofprcpa
ralion of lha! account. El Had idi & Faycd (1994/95) reportcd Dipterygi/lm g/aucllm Decne. 
among Ihe Bra.uicaceae and were followed in !hal respect by TDckholm ( 1974), while thi s 
laxon has bcen rccently lransfcrrcd IO Ihe Capparacea(!. El Naggar & El Hadidi (l998) 
rcvi sed the tribe A/ysseae in Egypt. and cxpressed doubls on the occurrence of Ricofill 

hm(lf"ia (L.) DC., Fibigia c/ypeata (L.) Medie .. A/yssum de~'er'orum Stapf. and A/ys.mm 

~'=owitì(ll/llm Fisch. & A. C. Mey. On thc olhcr halld, El Naggar ( 1978) considercd tha! 
LepidiulI/ fII/che"; Soiss. Sil/apis allcheri (80iss.) O. E. Schulz and DiploltL1:is viII/iI/l'a (L. ) 

DC. should be cxc\uded from the nora of Egypt. 
Among olhcr valuablc contribul ions IO our knowledge of lhe Bra.uicaceae in Egypt are 

those or Danin et al. (1 985), El Naggar ( 1987). El Hadidi et al. (1 988). El Hadid i & Faycd 
( 1994195), 80ulos (1995 & 1999), El Naggar & El Hadidi (1998), El Naggar & Soliman 
(1999). El Naggar (2000) and Dani n (2000). 

The aim of Ihe prcsent account is to presenl an updalcd synopsis of the Brassicaceae 

in Egypl. 
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l'hl' reviscd lisi 

Brm;!;;cu L. 

8. rapa L. = 8. campeslris L. 

B. foum~fortii Gouan 

B. de.serf; Dan;n & Hcdgc 

B. nigru (L.) Koch = SÙfOpis n;gra L.; Brassica braclcofala Fisch. & C. A. Mey. 

B.jlll.ceu (L.) Czcm. - Sinapisjllncea L. 

NOIe: Bru.~·.\·;CQ rapa is cu1tivatcd as a crop for its succulcnl rools, whi le ils leaves are 
catcn by an imai as foddcr and iLS sl'eds are uscd as a source of oi 1. 

Bras..,ica de.ferli is a hi spid perenn ial hcrb endemie in Sinai , collected once and 
only known fro m thc type specimcn (E). 

Bru ...... ù:u nigru, 8. tol/melorti; and B.junceu are winter weeds in cult ivatcd plots 

Eracu.wru", PresI 

E. arabicum Fisch. & C. A. Mey. = Brassica arabica (Fisch. & C. A. Mey.) Fiori 

Sinup;~' L. 

S. alba L. 

S. un'etls;s L 

b. varo oriemali ... (L) Koch & Ziz = S. oriel/lafi.~ L 

S. allioll;i Jacq. = S. rurgida (Pers.) Delile; RaphwllIs II/Tgida Pcrs. : S. C/T1'el/sis L varo 
allionii (Jacq.) $chwcinf. 

Note: Boulos (1995) eonsidered S. affiotl;; as a subspecies or S. url'(."sis buI in 1999 
he retumed and eonsidercd it as a d isIi nel species. 

Tackholm (1974) d islinguished between S. allio,,;; and S. (IIrgida on Ihe basis 
or Icar charactcrs. [n the present work bOlh tua are Ircatcd as conspccific. 

D;ploluxis DC. 

D. hurru (Forssk.) Boiss. = Sin(/pi~' h(/rra Forssk. 

D. acris (Forssk. ) Boi ss. = /Jesperis acri.f Forssk. 

D. erll('o;del' (L) DC. = Sil/opis emcvides L 

D. nl/mlli.\· (L.) DC. 

a. varo ",/Iruli.\· 

b. va ro .\';mplex (Viv.) El Naggar = Si.~ymbrillm ~'implex Viv.; Dif)lolllxis ~'implex 
(viv.) Sprcng. 

NOie: T!ickholm ( 1974); El Hadidi & Fayed (1 994195) and Bou l05 ( 1995) mention D . 
v;mùwo wh ich had been excluded from the norn or Egypt by El Naggar (1987) 
and El Hadidi el al. (1988). 

Emcu Mill . 

E. l'e:o;;curiu (L) Cav. subsp sul;''U (Miller) Thell. = Brassica enfCD L; = Bra.f.~ica l 'eSi
caria L 
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Note: Eruco .'es;cur;o subsp. so/it'a is a common weed in waslelands and cul tivalcd in 
EgYPI as salad. 

Hophanm; L. 

H, rophonistrum L. 

H, sotil'll."ì L. 

Note: Hophonus .,01;VUS is also known in cult ivat ion as a crop for its succulent 
fusi foml roots: its fl cshy Icaves uscd as fodder. 

Enorlh rocorpus Labill. 

E. Iy rulu .• · (Forssk.) DC. = Raphwws Iyralus Forssk. 

E. strungululus Boiss. 

E, pterocorpu .• · (Pers.) DC. 

Note: E. pterocorpll.~ is rare in Egypt. 

Ho/,i.\·tr um L. 

R. rugOS/l1II (L.) AlI. 

Note : R. rllgll.1"II1I/ is rarcly growing in Egypt. 

DiJe .• ·mu.\· Desv. 

D. uegyptius (L.) Desv. = Maygm ffl aegyplillm L. 

D, b;p;nnutm; (Desf.) DC. = Sinapis bipim/(llW; Dcsf. 

Erucor;u Gaer1ncr 

E. m;crocurpa Boiss. = Rebo/ldia pimwra (Viv.) O. E. Schulz: E. pimUlta (Vi v.} 
H ckhol m. & Boulos. 

E. Iri."ìpanicu (L.) Druec = Sinopi!!.· his/xmica L. 

E. cra.uifoliu (Forssk.) Deli le = Brassica crassifolia Forssk. 

E. pinno!u (Viv.) El Naggar non Tackholm & Boulos = RlIphallll.ç pilmalll.f Viv.: 
HI/!!.·SOllia lllfCu!a Boiss.: HII.\·sollia pimm!a (Vi v.) Ja fri: Erucaria III/cara (Boiss.) 
Aschcrs. & Sc hwcinf. sensu Tackhol m (1 974). 

Note: E/"IIcaria microcG/pa ha5 bcen a confuscd taxon si ncc Cosson ( 1887) lransferred 
il inlO the genus Reooudia and O. E. Schul z ( 19 16) wrongly used Ihe name 
Rebo/ldia pill llu/a , basica lly on Raphunus pimwf/l')· Vivo which in facI, is 
Em(."a,-j(1 11IIC{/1tI (Boi5S.) Aschers.& Schweinf. E r/lcaria microcal1w is a vari
able taxon in its lear and fru iI characters. lt is a common descn plant particular
ly in thc northcrn coastland of Egypt. 

ErI/caria l'iII/w/a (Viv.) El Naggar has a confuscd nomcncJalure, synonymy and 
taxollot11y. In 1827 Viviani collecled an immature Libyan spccimen, which he 
dcscribcd and ill uslralcd il as Raphmllls pillllOlllS Vivo Twenty-Iwo years later 
Boi ssier in 1849 described another spec imens from Sinai and Palestine as 
Enfl"{/ria micITx:mpa Boiss. Cosson in 1887 Iransfcrrcd Boissicr's taxon to 
Reboudia as R. microcarpa (80iss.) Cosso Later in 1916. O. E. Schulz, in my 
opinion wrongly regardcd Viviani 's taxon (Raphmllls pilmollls) and Boissier's 
taxoll (En{(:ario microcal]Jll) as conspecific and gave them Ihe name Relxmdia 
pimlllltl (Viv.) O. E. Schulz. In 1974. Tackholm agreed with O. E. Schulz (i.c in 
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ooly recognizing one t3xon) bUI rclumed il to Enlcoria undcr thc name Enlcoria 
pillllaia (Viv.) T lickholm & Boulos. Jafri in 1977 also considercd th is prohlem; 
hc scparalcd thc two laxa as Emcaria microcarpo Boiss. and named the second 
o ne bascd Oli Vivian i's Raphanus pinnmus. as HlIssonia pilllllllllS (Viv.) Jafri . I 
havc nOI scen Viviani's specimen. sinee Viviani's herbarium was dcstroycd al 
Genova : speci mens are also repuledly al the hcrbaria GE. M. O. PAD and RBO 
(Holmgren et aL, 198 1), bUi I ha"c studied the originaI dcscription and thc illus
trat ioo of Raphallus pinnalus and J have also studied thc type specimen o f 
E""caria microcarpa Boiss. my conclusion is: 

I- With thc available cvidenee, Raphanus piw/allls Vivo is Ihe basionym of Ihe 
piani which has generally been called Enrcaria u/lCala (80i5S.) Aschcrson & 
Schwdnf.; Ihe valid name for Ihe species in Enrcaria should be Enrca/"ia pin
lIata (Viv.) El Naggar 

2- Spccimcns named as ErI/caria pinrwla (Vi v.) Tackholm & Boul os shou ld be 
called E. micmcQ/7w Boiss. Recently Boulos in 1999 uscd Ihe name Enrcaria 
pim/ala (Viv.) Titckhol m & Bou los as a val id name instead of ErI/caria pil/
IIala (Vi v.) El Naggar. which is illegal. 

Cakile Mill. 

C. muriti",u Scopo 

Zilfu Forssk. 

Z. J.pillOsu (TurTa) Prantl 

a. subsp. spino.ça = Z. myagrioides Forssk. 

b. subsp. mucroptera (Cosson) Maire & weil1er "'" Z. bipormaUl (Cosson) 
O. E. Schulz 

NOIe: Boulos (1m) used Ihe name bipamwla far Ihe subs. mot:roptt!rll which is ille
gal because hipamlOto is based Oli Zilla bipormala O. E. Schulz (1916), whi le 
macroplt!/"a is bascd on Z. macroptera Cosson ( 1856). 

Corrichtera DC. 
Carrichtera allllUa (L .) DC. = Velia annua L. 

Schouwia DC. 
S. purpurea (Forssk.) Wcbb = S. ambica DC. ; S. Ihebaica Webb 

NOIe: Schouwiu is a rnonotypic genus represcnted by onc spccics S. purpttrea, El 
Naggar antl Solimun (1 999) 

Sa.Jigll)'u DC. 

S. parviflQru (Dcl ile) Wcbb = Lunaria pan'iflura De1ile 

Mor;ca"d;a DC. 
M. sino;cu (8 0is5.) Boiss. = Brm·sica sinaica Boiss 

M. nifell.f (Vi v.) Dur. & B:m . = fle5peris nirens Vivo 

P.\·euderllcuriu (Boiss.) O. E. Schulz 

p. terelifolia ( Desf.) O. E. Schulz "'" Brassica teretifolia Dcsf. 

p. durufa (Boiss. & Rcul.) O. E. Schulz = M.oricandia c/ava/a Boiss. & Reut. 
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COIu;ng;a li cisl. Ex Fabr. 
C. orielllalis ( L.) Andrs. = 8rau;ca oriemalis L. 

Aelhiollema R. Br. 

A. came"m (Banks & $olander) B. Fedtsch. 

Note: A. cameum is reeorded reecntly by Danin et al. (1985) rrom Sinai. no speeimens 
havc bccn seCli by the author. 

Lepidium L. 

I-. lùginicum L. 

I-. .\·UI;1II1m L. = L .\·pilleseem· DC. 

L. latifo/illm L. 

Note: LepidiuIII virg illiclIlII nas not been repot1cd by Boulos ( 1999). Howcver, tnis 
1<I.'I(on bceo1llcs naturalizcd in Egypt. L. aucher; was cxcludcd from tne l10ra of 
Egypl by El Nuggar(1987) and Ell-l adidi el al. (1988). 

Coronopu.~ Zinn. 

C. sl{lIunlQlUS (Forssk.) Aschcrs. = Lepidillm ~'q llaf//ulllll/ Forssk. 

C. "iltJtù"u (Dclilc) Spreng. = Coch/eraria lIi10lica Delile 

C. didynlll.f (L.) 31 Lepidilllll did}'/llIIm L. 

Cardariu Medie . 

C. drubu (L.) Desv.= l.epidiuIII drubu L 

a. subsp. druhu 

b. subsp. chalepe"s;s (L.) O. E. Schulz = C(lI'(/ario clwlepellSis (L.) 
Hand. Maa . 

Note : Cw'(/arla is a distinet gcnus. nOI a synonym IO Lepidimll. as rcpot1cd by Boulos 
(1999). 

Isatis L. 

I . microcl1rpa Boiss. 

I . IlIsi/a" ietl L. = / . aleppica Scopo 

Bisc,,'e/lu L. 

B. didyma L. 

Capsdlu Medie. 

a. var. didymu 

b. varo depresso (Wi lld.) El Naggar = B. t!epres.w Wil1d . 

e. varo I!lhem'i.~ (C nrtck) El Naggar = 8. e/bel/sis Chrtek 

C. blll'Su-puslOris (L.) Medie. 

Hy ml!llolob /ls Null. Ex TOrT. & Gray 

H . proc"mbl!lls (L.) FOUrT. o; Lepidi/f/1/ proClIlllbellS L. 

Anastulka L. 

A. hierochuntica L. 
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Schimpt'ra 11 ochst. & Stcud. 

S. arabica Hochst. & Stcud. - S. persica S oiss. 

Oelllodil/m DC. 

O. al!g)'Pliacum (L.) DC. 

Neslia Desv. 

N. apica/ata Fisch. , C. A. Mey. & Ave- La ll . 

Farset;a Turra 

F. uegyptia Turra = F om!is Soiss. 

F. !it)'lo.~u R. Br. = F. ra/llol';ssill/a Foum. 

F. fongisiliquu Decne = F 51)'105a (Stcud.) T. Andcr. 

AI)'.,'.,'um L. 

A.lw/IIulocurplII" (Fisch. &c. A. Mcy.) Boiss. = Pl"ilonemu huma/o("(lIpuln Fisch. & C. A. 
Mey. 

A, murgill"t"m Steud . 

A • . \'implex Rudolphi = A. minl/s Roth m. non. L. 

Loblilaria Desv. 

L arabica ( Boiss.) MuschI. '" KOlliga arabica Boiss. 

L /ybica (Viv.) Meissn. :::: Lllnario lib)'ca Vivo 

I~ maritima (L) Dcv. = CI)'peola lI1aritima L. 

C/}'/Jel1/u L. 

e. jonthluspi L. 

Camelina Grantz 

C. hispida Soiss. 

e. fllmelic'a Velen. 

A rabis L 

A. alpilla L. s. I. = A. callca.~ia Willd. 

A. IIOI'a Vi II. = A. auriCl/lala Lam. 

Na.wltrtillnl R. Br. 

N. officillale R. Br. 

Rnrippa Scopo 

R. il/dica (L) Hicm. = N(lslwlium indiCI/m (L. ) DC.; Clande.\'/inaria indica (L.) Spach 

R. palu.ftri.f (L.) Besser '" Naslllrlium palustre (L.) DC. ; Si.\J'mhrillm amplibium L. varo 
pall/srre L. 

R. in/egrifolia Boulos 

NolOceras R. Br, 

N. bicorne (Ai\.) Caruel. = N. conriense R, Br. 

Matthiola R. Br. 

M. arabica Boiss. 
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M.fruliculo.~u (L.) Maire = Cheriantl/llsfruticuloslIs L. 

M. purvifl(Jru (Schousboc) R. Br. = Cheriomhlls pan'iflonls Sehousboc 

AI. /m.gipetu/a (Vent.)DC. = Cheriamlllls IOl1gipelalus Ven\. 

a. subsp. /ongipeta/u 

b. subsp. bicornis (Sm.) P. W. Bali = M bicomis (Sm.) DC. 

c. subsp. /rirta (P. Conii) Grcul er & Burdcl = AI. /wmilis DC. 

d. Subsp. /i,'ida (Delile) Maire = M. livida (Dcl ile) DC. 

Morettia DC .. 

l'ti. ca"e.~ce'u Boiss. 

a. varo cane.fcens 

b. var pUrl,iflora Boi55. 

M. philucunu (De lile) DC = Si!lopis philaeollo Delile 
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Nole : M. parviflora sensu Tackholm ( 1974) and Bou los (1999) is considered here as 
variety or M. cal/escens Boiss. 

Lrptuliwm DC. 

L. filifo/iunr (Willd.) DC. = Sis)'mbrillm filifolillm Wild. 

Ma/co/mia R. Br. 

M. africana (L) R. Br. = He.VJer;s sfricana L., Sfrigm'ella africana (L ) Botsch. 

Erem(Jbium L. 

E uegrptiacum (Spreng.) Boiss. = Malco/mia aegyptiaClj Sprcng .. Eremobillfll di[ 
fl/stllll (Deene.) UOlseh. Sensu Taekholm ( 1974). 

Er}'simum L 

E. repandllm L. 

Maresia Pome!. 

M. pygmaca (DC.) Q. E Sehulz = Ilesperis pygmaea DC. ; Malco/mia pygmllea (DC.) 

Boiss. 

M. naf,a (DC.) Batt. '" Si.\J'mbrillln Ila/111m DC.; Malco/mia !lana (DC ) Boi55. 

Si!J)'mbrium L. 

S. irio L. 

S. sept/llatum DC 

S. orientale L. 

S. runci"atum L. 

S. poJyceralium L. 

S. erysimoide$ Dcsf. 

Note: From thc natural d istribUlion of S. offic inale (L.) Scopo this taxon is cxpectcd IO 

be in Egypt but has noi bcen recorded SO far. 
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Ne%ru/uria Hedge & J. Lconard 

N. If)rulm;u I-Iedge & J. Leonard = Tom/oria toru/osa (Dcsf.) O. E. Schulz: Malcolmia 
lart/losa (Desr.)Boiss. 

N. aculeola,u (Boiss), I-Iedge & 'J. Lconard = Tont/aria {ICI/leo/alli (Boiss.) O. E. 
SdlUlz 

De.w:uruiniu Wcbb & Bcrth 

D. sophia (L.) Wcbb & Berth. = Sisymbrillm sophia L. 

Robeschia Hochsl. ex Foum. 

R ... ,d,impe'; (Boi55.) O . E. Schulz = SisymriuIII scI/imperi Boiss. 

Naslurtiopsis Boiss. 
N. c(mlOpifolia (Desf.) Boi55. 

subsp. aruhka (Boi55.) GrcUlcr & Burdct = N. arabiCllm Boiss. 

ArahiJop.\-;S (DC.) Heynh. 

A. pllmiJu (Stcph. Ex Willd.) N. Busch. =- Sisymbrillfll l'lImi/IIIII Steph. ex Willd. 

A. kneuckeri (Bom m.) O. E. Schulz = Sis)'mbrillnl kncuckeri Bomm. 
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