
Francesco M. Raimondo & Viviennc Spadaro 

Ne\\' record or Carex !J'lellulata (C,Vperaceue) in Sicily 

Ab~tra1.'l 

Rltimonllo. l'. M. & Spallam. v.: Ne,," r~e"rll or ClI/' ·'- .\Nllllluw I t)·/H.,,.un,,,,' ) in Sici ly. ~ l'I. 
Mellil. 12: 2<)·32. 2002. ~ ISSN )) 2\HH52. 

C(lI\"X .11e/III/uta is lh~ only European S l",~ i~~ rl'llll~lI [u Ihe "'-'Cl. .\·,d/"/",,,,, (Kuntlll Christ. 

Whik N:ing alreally knuwn in almost DlIlh~ ltillÌllll rcg;ol1s limi in ("""iCl', it has r~",entl y hecn 

recl)fdctl for the ii,..;t tim~ in Sicily. It;; lill<.ling in li littk pcat·bog in lhe \-1:Id"ni ~ M<Junu,;ns is 
herc r~po"ed . 

The locall'h)1ocQC[wsis is char~cl~ri/ed hy s<.m" >PC"·;"·s ur Sp/w!!.IIl1/II11nll uthcrs acidol'hihc 
bry0l'hy!cs. ocennic fcms ;md vari"ll', musll)' ~",kll1i .. ·. anth(ll'hyt~s. 

In Sieily the gcnus Carex L. is respresemed by several spccies. including C. {ulI/orllli

/mlll Guss .. endemie IO Sicily itsc lfund Sardinia (Urbani & al. 19961. 
Ap:trt from the specie:s quoted in thc I tal i ~n and Sicilian floras or XIX :md XX ccntllrles. 

olher taxil belonging lo thc satlll" getll tS have rceendy bcen rceordcd in Ihe Island or 
PanlcllL·ria. in the I\'!adonit" .md Nebrodi districl. cxpecially thanks IO thc rencwal offloris

tic invcsligalion. 
C i/fegi/ima Cesati (Catanzaro 1971 l. C. pa/fes("ens L. ,md C. pallicl/lli/1l L. (Marceno 

& Ra imondo 1977). C. >< boell//hingalisim/{/ Wcihe - al so Tt:conled in !taly for the firsl 
lime - (Raimondo 1(79). Cure..r IClel'igala Sill. (Raimondo & Ollonello. 1981). C. delllis

sa Hornem (Raimondo & al.. 1984) and finally C. grioletii Rocmcr (Rossillo & Olloncllo 
19R6) have been recordet!. Some are taxa with a western-boreal distriblilion, whosc oeellr
rcnee in Sici ly has been considered as a consequenee o r thc g lacial expansion in thc 

Mcdilcrranean {Raimondo 1984 l. I n thc samc geogmphk:11 and environmenlal background 
of the Madonic Motlnlains. eharaeterizcd by small sphagnum peal bogs where milny ofthe 
abovt'-mentiOllcd Care.\" havc reccnl ly bectl found. Ihe ()çcurrcnc(' or Care.\" .l'teltl/fara 

Good. (C. echino/(! Murray) has rcct'ntly hcen rceordcd and is hcrc reportcd. 
C. sfe/llifo/(/ . (Fig. I). Ihe only Europcan spc<:ics bc10nging IO Ihe seel. S/ellufufae 

(Kunth) Chrisl. . is a eaespilose planI 5-35 <:m high with slctlls obtuse1y Irigotlc; Jeavcs I

l mtll. linear. narrow. grooved, shorter thiln the slem: innoreseen<:e s imple. loose. with 
spi kes subglobosc :lIld ttlricfcs 3-4 Imn long, narrowly ovalC. seilbrous. star-like arranged 

when ripening. beak usually crccl. 
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Fig. 1, Drawing or Care.'" sle!lll{a/(/ (frorn Hc(3 & 
IlL (967). 

New record or Carex slel/II/ala in Sici ly 

Fig. 2. Thc smnll sphagnllm pea! bog in the 
Scorsonc loca li ty ( EaSI Madonic Mounlsins): so 
fa r th e- only locilli ty rccorded or c",,, ... . uellll/<'lW 

in Sici ly. 

, 
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Fig. 3. The Sicilian locali ty ( . ) or Cm'!!..\" l'lel/ulo/a on the Madonic Mnunlains (Pakrmo), 
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hs distribUlion illc1udes Europe, temperate Asia, N America, S W Africa (Zangheri 

1976). 

Il is a calc ifugous specics occurring in marshy :md sphagnurn bog arcas. In Europe. il 

occurs in ma n}' countries. except Balearic Islands. Crete, Sard inia and, according to Chater 

(1980). also Sicily. 

Pignatti (1982). referring the specics to the amphiatlantic element. reports it in almost 

ali the Italian regions - excepl Umbria, Lati um, Apulia, Campania. Sardinia and Sicily -

as \Veli as Corsica. 

As concems its soulhem European distribution. Ihe spec ies occurs only in mountainous 

areas (Chaler 1980). 

The Sicilian locality lies in the sOUlhem Madonie. on lhe nonh-weslem quanz.1renaccolls 

slope ofCalarincc1 Mount. aboul 1300- l 350 111 a.s.l .. and consists or a small sphagnum peal 

bog - in Scorsonc loca lity whilhin the Geraci Siculo lerritory (Madonie MOllntains) - local

Iy namcd "lriclTlula" (Petron ici & al. 1978). The local phYlococnosis is characlerized by 

some taxa of Sphagllum L.. rcfcrred IO Ihc SCCL Subsecullda (Lindh.) Sch licph. ex Sch imp .. 

and mally other bryophyles. sud as the livcrwons Pellia epiphyllll (L. ) Corda. Riccardio 

lI/u{lf/ida (L.) S. Gray. JUlIgermallllio gracillill/o Sm .. Ca~\"pogeia friclwmallis (L.) Corda. 

C. argilla Monl. et Nees, C. fissa (L.) Radd i. Lophoco/m bidelllm(J (L. ) DUIn., thc mosscs 

Cal/icrgollella clIspÈd(l!(l (Hedw.) Loeskc. A Il!aCOIl1/1ÈIIIII palu.I',re Hcdw .. PO~I"ricllllm CO/II

IIIIII/e L. ex Hedw .. BI:!,IIIII p.\·elldOlrÈljllell'llm (Hcdw.) P. Gaertn & al. and Philoll(}/i.~.(rJ/lIWla 

Lindb. As well as by pteridophyles such as OSlIIullda regafjs L.. B/echmlll spicallf (L.) Roth. 

A /h.1·rillll/ filix-foemillo (L.) ROlh and Plerillilllll alfllilil/lllI/ (L.) Kuhn.; also by anthophytes 

such as Con::x pU/lctata Gaudin. C. n'lIIOla L., C. dell/l.l .m Homcrn .. C dls/af1S L., Sa/Ix 

pedicef/a/(l Desf.. H)periclflll fe/raplel'lllll Fries. Moli/io fOIl/Ollo L. subsp. ampori/af1a 

Sennen. Gulilil/l ehmgufllm PresI. subsp. daI/gUfI/III. Mefll!/(/ u{J/lulica L.. M. kmgifi)lia (L.) 

Hudson. Pnlllella l'II!garÙ" L.. Ral/llllCIIIIIs fOIll(//IIIS PresI. LY('opll~' el/lvpaells L.. 

L)".\"ÈmllchÈa /lell/U/'IIIII L.. LWI/'el/lia bil'lmae (Ti neo) Pignalli. EpilobiulII p~l!'villorlll/l 

Schreber. Ci/"silllll C/"elicum (Lam .) O·Urv. subsp.lriul/!fefli (Lacail"l) Werner. Belli~·II)'bri· 

da Ten .. Ho!clIs IUllalll.\· L.. Pua I/"iviali,~ L.. JUI/Cllo\" sirialll.\· Schousb .. J. cOJ/g!oll/era/II.~ L.. 

Isolepis seraceo (L. ) R. Br .. Dacf)'/o/"hi=a maclI!a/{j subsp. saccflèra (Brongn.) Diklic. 

This phylococnos is, bc10nging lo thc IJhyloc1imatic context relevan! to the QllerclI.~ 

pc/raea (Mattusl"hka) Liebl. and lIex aqllffolilllll L rclict Inrcst (Raimondo 1984). occurs 

in si les caractcrizcd by aeid (p l·1 3~4) pealy substrate (Raimondo & al. 1980). 

The tìnding of C. s/dllllala in Sicily con limls thc imponancc oflhe sma!l peat bogs in 

the Madon ie Mountains noI only as cvidcnce 01' the glacial expanding biogeographical 

etl'ects in the Medilerrancan. hut nlso as Si lCS for thc conscrvalion of specics in thcir far

thesl soulhern dislribution. 

Spccimcns of thc recordcd taxon are kept in PAL [Spadom & Raimondo. Madonie. 

Margio dello Scorsone. ca. m 1300 s. l. m., 8 giugno 2002]. 
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